ENGLISH

ACTIVITIES

Years 38-10



- This discussion also focusses on the advaniages of

Resources

Activity

1. CREATING AN ORAL
HISTORY

= [ntroduction to the topic of Oral History, its value
and how it has been downplayed in the past

# Teacher gives examples of Oral Histories (ABC

Radio, Storytelling in Aboriginal, Irish and native
American cultures)

* Comparison between Writien and Oval History
I Introduction to Oral History Project

¢ Discussion of appropriate language for different
interview subjects

* Choosing subject
* Forming list of appropriale questions
* Making arrangements to contaci subject

* Role play or interview of known person (eg parent,
neighbour, relati ve, friend of family) and report

* Students conduct interview
* Repon back to group or class

* Tape of the interview

* Repon to group/class or a written report/biography/|
narrative of

A crealive writing piece based upon an interview/
biography

= Teacher and class review whal was actually leamt
and experienced through creating an oral history

an Oral History. Is this evident 7 How 7 Students

could draw up evaluation guidelines

Related Activities

Site Material People
Toee Nesource Dase-
Activity Slies Mag)
Clanuil ABC Radio Tapes Larrakia Information Imaginative Blography

Mouth of Rapid Creek
{opposite Beachfront
Hotel)

Water Ciardens, Rapid
Creck

Classroom or site on
Rapid Creek (see
ahove)

Site on Rapid Creek
{see above) or subject’s
home or choice of
venue

Classroom or sile on
Rapid Creek (see
above)

Classmoom

Mapid Creek Locsl
Mistory
Tape and transcript of
interview with Jim
Gayton

Larrakin Cultore &
History
Tape and transcript of
interview with Topsy
Secrelary

Cassette recorders/lape

Microphone and Lead
Video camera

- for interview subjects
and storytellers

Hapld Creek Local
Nislory

- for interview subjects
and storytellers

As Above

eg -soldier in war years

- picnic/eamping at Rapid Creek (early 20th C) ( see
historical photos of Rapid Creek in Resource Base)

- Larmkia Man/Woman, Rapid Creek Mission 1880s (see
Resource Base and Social Education Activities)

Visiting SpeakerStoryleller

. Teacher may armnge for an inleresting speaker 1o
address the class, elther on-site al the Creek or at schoal.
Class may choose someone 1o visit or select from Peoply
(Contact List) in Resource Base,

Personal Blography
- Swdentsteacher express their own story/biography in
their choice of genre, either factually or creatively

Historical Site Yisits
- Depending on information received in the interviews it
could be a worthwhile activity to visil sites on Rapid
Creek. (Refer 1o Historical Sites-Resource Base)




Activity

Resources

Related Activities

Information

Site Material People
2. BUSH TUCKER
STORYTELLING
GROUP WORK
* June Mills would like to combine Theatre/Storytelling
* Larrakia guide leads students on tour of Dripstone Park, Video camera llh: ;:::‘: tion with Bush tucker/native plant walks. She will join other
significant Larrakia sites. Guide relates stories of; | Casuarina Beach (1) Cameras people on contact list to do this.
-Dariba Nunggalinya (0ld Man Rock) Casuarina Beach (2) Film (normal and slide)
-Nightchiff fish trap Car park af the end of et
-Minjamarrmarr (banyan tree ) pwr-iy-shain mwgﬂ . m :Hﬂl.ﬂuﬂm plc::ﬁﬁuu may be carried out on
-Gurambai (Rapid Creek) (Nightcliff rocks)
~Bush tucker, native plants of the mouth of the creek Kurmjong Crescent
Nightcliff : * Some recording of Larrakia guide talking on-site would
P Students construct a multi media education kit on | Nyouh of Rapid Creek 'E‘::'Hl' lend authenticity to the final product.
the bush tucker and Larrakia stories of Rapid ®3) “:" t:::
Creck. The kit may contan: Mangrove sites (4-8) * “This activily is related to English No. 1 (Creating An
-Video and laped commentary Plant Oral History) and to Social Education activities No's 10
-Slide show and taped commentary Information & 11 (Rapid Creek Mission Case Study and Larrakia
U S o Classroom or various
. cassetie necording)
T sites on Rapid Creek Plant
b s see above) Mangrove Information
~Frocedural text . Information
~Prose narratives (eg pictures, short stories, traditional
— Mangrove




Resources

OTHER TASK OFTIONS
- Descriptive report writing
-« Creative writing (eg poetry, ballads, stories)
= Talk presested 1o an mdience

Pandanus forest (14)

Activity Site hlaa it People Related Activities
3. PLANT
IDENTIFICATION
WALK
FHOTOGRAFHIC MONITORING
b Stdents select a plant community to visit. An Plant Mangreve * Smdents could monitor a small section of a plant
identificaion and information walk s conducted |  Manrove thes (48) Information Infermation community (20mx20m) before and afler the impact of
by guide with experise in thal amea fire
# The guide draws students afiention lo the main Before fire: Feb/Mar/Apr
e oy g wm:e o 'eTermation (See Social Education Activity No& Human Impact
community has changed over ime (eg impact by Studies)
fire, erosion, development, human use).
Transition Computer * Students need to be proficient in opersting video
communities {10&11) Education O camem/audio equipment prior to carrying out this
HNT Animals activity
Information . Smd Sicationsd
highlighting the major plani species of the Eucalypt woodlands auilience/class
community they visit. This may include: (15&16) * The aducational kit may also include some skeiches of
. Pholographic Display different plani species, community sites and examples of]
- Slide Show with Taped Commentary Greening buman impact and development. The drawing activity
- Video with Taped Commentary : Australia could be in place of the photographic documentation.
- Casseite Recording (describing vepetation, species’ Paperhark community iSean * Refer to Social Education Activities No's3&4:
parmes aed bush scunds) (18) Heffernan) mangrove identification and mangrove case study,

* The taped commentary could confain some background
atmospheric effeds. Studenis may creale these on-site,




Activity

Resources

Heffernan)

- L] L]
Site Material People Related Activities
4. CONTRASTING
LITERARY/STORY
FORMS
b : Larrakia * Siudents are introduced to examples of different forms
= As an introduction to this activity &rud::ru may anﬂnm- park, Plant enfarmatinn of literature and storytelling before going on-site g
be led through a short walk along Rapid Creek to Casuarina Beach (1) Information stories/poelry from past eras, especially those thal relate
obtain & ‘scase of place” for this envirommeat. 1o the natural environment. Students view historical
Bush photographs of Rapid Creek, artefacts and read
Mouth of ereek (3) Ballads m%mﬂ! which relate to the Australian nalural
* This activity explores the different ways in which ;
people/cultures relate to the natural environment.
* In experiencing different forms of literature/storytelling,
Water Gardens (9) Modern students become aware of contrasting feclings and
Australlan stmospheres that are evoked and why.
* Siudents experience/listen 1o different forms of Poetry
storyielling from guest speakers, on-sile { eg
Larrakia storytelling, bush ballads, European Monsoon forest * Siudents become aware of how Lamakia/Aboriginal
stories/poetry, other Aboriginal stories and (12&13) people relate 1o and use their natural environment,
poetry). Other especially before white settlement and compare this Lo
Educational European attitudes,
Resources
o e il * This activity has potential to be developed further i
* Students create their own poetry/stories. They Palmer) besi u:gu . m:;:uy ifp- apiks
may choose one of the above genres or create The site al Casuarina St ;m' }Enl'ldms"indcvelnpinrmchtl
their own {eg synthesise the above forms). This beach is within view of Drgmmt &
may be carred out on-site or as a follow-on the Lamakia sacred pe ;
activity in the classroom. site-Dariba Greening
Nunggalinya (Old man Australia * Refer to English Activity No.2 (Bush tucker/
rock). (Sean

storytelling)
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Activity

Resources

Related Activities

background bush sound effects. This may be
remﬂedmﬁleandhammapmdlhe slory.

* Each group may present their story to the class,
another class or a younger audience. From the
pﬂpmhpﬂnﬁﬂmﬂﬂﬂﬂmo{h
following tasks:

- mmmmmmmu

-« telling the story of the creature (with sound effects)

- showing drawings/poster/display or videoslidesphotos

Site Material People

5. CREEK CREATURES

GROUP PROJECT

- mudemm:nmfpwmahmu:pm. Dripstone Park, Plant - Stummsmi]mumﬂrbdmumuﬁ&nmi purposes of
animal, bunyip or imaginary creature/being that Casuarina Beach (1) information Plant many stories in Aboriginal culture- (je 1o instruct and
murﬂvsinnhalﬂtﬂmlhpid(‘mt{minahi; {Rapid Creek Informatlion explain)- before they attempt to creale a story about a
tree, waterhole or forest). Vegetation PRLER—

Mouth of creek (3) M
ap)

* Each group locates a particular habitat/site where In thinking about the creature’s purpose or dreaming,
the creature lives. They then take a photograph/ Mangrove sites (4-8) students are led into thinking of bow the creek functions]
slide/video of this site and W.Mﬁlﬂm The creature/spint may be lnked into the creck's
report of the habitat. Water Gardens (9) function in a very important and integral way.

Access to a .

* They describe the creature, its rposc/dreamin school's own reening As a motivational exercise students could take a short
m{uwer.mmudpu‘:,mmu ; ::nm;”m lihrary Rustralia bush walk along the creek to visualise a habitat/site for
4lso be in the form of & taped commentary with and literary (Sean their imaginary creature.

resources Heffernan)

Teacher may arrange for a visiting speaker to address
class with performances, stories, history, plant habitat
information as a background for the activity. This could
be carried out on-site.
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Activity

Resources

Related Activities

* Individually or in pairs the class create a monthly
magazine sef in Rapid Creek, Darwin in the
1940s or in another time period.

* Stodents select their own interest area:

- letters to the editorfadvertisemente/c] assifieds/articles!
world affairs’editorials/cartoons etc.

* Some articles in the newspaper could feaiure:

- @ story shout & traditioasl Larrakia man‘woman
collecting bush tucker or hunting

= feature article aboul a crocodile hunter on Rapid
Creek (see historical photos in Resource Base).

- an imagined siory of as armed invasion of Derwin by
sea through the mangroves

- @& letter to the editor objecting to military ‘sandbagging’
the creek for swimming and recreational use

= mreport aboul how a family who gets lost in the Rapid
Creek bush, survives

Mouth of creek (3)

Mouth of creek
(Casuarina side-2)

Mangrove sites (4-8)

Nightcliff fish trap

Water Gardens (%)

Mission Well, Earl
Place, Millner

Yankee Pool, Marrara
{H9)

Larrakia
Culture
GHistory

Plant
information

Al

Rapid Creek
Mission
infoermation

Rapid Creek
Local History

Site Material People
6. CREATION OF
MONTHLY Casuarina Beach (1) : ar :Il Creek t . B it e i
MAGAZINE History creating before attempting the task.

* Teacher may arrange for a guest speaker from the NT
MNews to address the class, preferably a very experienced|
photographer or journalist. He/she may speak about the
historical developments in hisher profession or describe
how he/she would go about creating a journalistic piece
or taking a particular photograph.

* Siudents should be encouraged to follow their own
imterest area and through their own family and
neighbourhood connections locating older people in the
community with specific historical knowledge of the
Rapid Creek area

* Students may take black and white photographs for
inclusion in the historical newspaper, as a part of the
activity.

* Students should carry out their own historical research
in preparing their newspaper item.

* Refer o Historcal Sites in Resource Base

* Refer to English Activity No.1 (Creating An Oral
History)
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Resources

Pandanus forest (14)

Grasslands (17)

L] - L LIl
Activity Site Material People Related Activities
7. MEDIA
VIDED
ACTIVITIES Plant Mangrove * Instead of a documentary video studenis may creale a
Mouth of creek (3) Infermation Information innil:‘;ng:::mq portray a recreational day out
GROUP WORK
Mangrove sites (4-8) Larrakia sk * In groups ms mﬂ:‘i- number of film scripts for
i Culture & upconming production cf
* Students may create one of the following: History Iinformation
- Informational handbook/mature lover's brochure Waler garndens (%)
- Documentary video Rapld Creek
- Informational poster/display l-:ll Larrakla * The whole class may negotiate 1o creale the final script
- Radio interview Monsoon forest Wistory Infermation from all of the ideas submitied OR the teacher and
- Community service announcement (Radio or TV) (12&13) students may select ONE as the best script.
~ g RBC Radlo RADIO INTERVIEW
Transition communities Tapes :“'? :I":“ * Students research radio interview styles eg ABC,
(10&11) Catalogiie ocal MIs1OTY | commercial radio, Radio Rum Jungle, Triple J
* [n carrying oul this task students may highlight e / * Group discussion to develop questions for the inlerview
mt;?‘ﬁmo;m;m{&b;:ﬂfﬂm Ewcalypt dlands - " * The interview may be conducted with such people as a
Z (15&16) Larrakin elder, a historian, a monsoon forest plant
different plant communities and their dominant Cameras community expert, a crocodile hunier from the 1950s eld
specics. i : (see contact lists in Resource Base).
(18) Cassetle
eders and COMMUNITY SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENT
tape. * Siudents listen to, research/record community service

announcements from different television and radio
networks, Students then create their own.

* Some of the activities outlined here would need 1o be
simplified for Year B students. The activities of
construcling a posterfdisplay or an information
handbook may better suit the Year 8 level.

* Students may focus on one planl community to simplify

the task.
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Activity

Resources

Related Activities

Site Material People
8. THEATRE/
STORYTELLING
* Activity leader draws siudeni participation info Dripstone Park, Larrakia Larrakia The dmmetic presentations could incorporate e wee of
presenting & short play based upon a Lamakia or | Casuarina Beach (1) Culture O Information music and mine.
other story, highlighting some significant feature History Shadenis may develop a script for this preseniation in
of Rapid Creek, its history, environment, class or on-sile.
Mouth of creek
dreaming @ :‘I.;:l:':u:"lk :::':l Creek This activity can be recorded or video-taped
* Swdents may develop their own plays/stories to Infarmatan Students/groups present their created plays to 8 younger
present on-site @in groups). This shont play may | Water Gardens (9) : Sletory class or mudience in a bush setting on Rapid Creek. I
be based upon: Repid Creek could also be presented ®t o Mixtures night ot Brown's
- botanicalfscientific information ¥ T — Local History Bush Ballads Mart.
. mﬁmmﬂu—ﬂhhmﬂ (12&13) This activity can be relaled 1o No.2 (Bush Tucker
" Viden camers Storyelling) and may involve Billy Risk
;m‘““'“‘“‘““’_"“‘fﬁm ol Modern See bush balladeers and modem Australian poets in
discussion Cassetle recorders and :-‘ttrﬂ“ﬂl'l Rescurce Base.
Lape oetry
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Activity

Resources

Site

Material

People

Related Activities

9. HUMAN IMPACT
STUDIES

GROUP WORK
Recommended Level Years 9-10

* [n this aclivily students explore such [actors as
the impact of fire, erosion, human use, litter,
cyclones on one plant community on Rapid
Creek.

+ Students may document these impacting factors
in the form of:

-photographs

-glides

~whiens

~descriplive reports

Mangrove sites (4-8)

Monsoon forest
(12&13)

Eucalypt woodlands
(15&16)

Paperbark community
(18)

Flant
Information

Camera and film

Video camera

Cassetle recondens
and tape

Greening
Australia

Plant
Iinformation

Mangrove
Information

This activity may be seen as documentation for the
Social Education Activity No.9 (Human Impact Studies)

This documentation process could also serve as a
resource for students in developing creative/descriptive
writing pieces or artistic displays.

Students may also write a persuasi ve/argumentative
letter to a politician, the government, a newspaper or
communily group urging action or a plan (o redress
damage 1o a site on Rapid Creek.

Students may also carry oul a comparative sdy of
human impact on other plant communities on Rapid
Creek.

Students may adopt a specific planl community on
Rapid Creek and clean up, revegelate over 1 or 2
semesters. They could visually document the site of this
plant community with photographs before and afler their]
project. Students could then invite newspaper
photographers and journalists to feature this site and
whai they have achieved in an edition of the NT News.
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Resources

to allow cars to park close 1o the edge of a fragile
section of the creek (upstream from McMillan's
Rd), whether or nat o allow a residential
development nearby 10 the creeks or alicmatively,
siudenis could creale their own “mock issue’,

* Studenis reseanch for and against arguments of the
issue.

* Role play a debate (sudents role play a politician,
an irale resident) OR students carry out an
‘inlerview” on-site al the ceek in front of “TV
cameras’ -video

* Smudents send their ideas/plans of action on how
they would like 1o see the creek protected and
managed in the future to govemment/community
leaders/newspapers

Adrport Bridge,

Site selected by
students

Monsoon forest (12)

Alrport
Bridge lssue
Information

Other
Educational
Resources
User
Survey)

Catchment
Group

Greening
Australia

David Youmg (Depl of
Tramspori & Works)

Richard Freeman
(CCNT)

Jumile Pitinck
(Environmeni Centre)
Rick Seiter (MILA-
Jingiit)

K Parlsh (MLA-
Millnver

NT News
Darwin Oty Coundl

CONT-Parks &
Planning

Aﬂﬁﬁty Site Material People Related Activities
SAVE \
7V
RLreet - @

10. ROLE PLAY/ ﬂ

PUBLIC HEARING

Recommended Level Years 518 Eiiﬁiﬁgl Sfi
S iy ¢ et n s vl ’ Boptd Crosk | ety oy et e st

are any planned developments relaled 1o the Rapid
Creek calchment area for the future eg roads, residential
developments.

-mm-mmmmﬂm
groups, governmenl elc.

+ Snudents may sclect a site on Rapid Creek for a ‘mock
jssue’ or a sie based upon the information received
from research into future plans for the creek's
catchment.

* Stuckents could ook al a past issue in relation to Rapid
Creek (eg the construction of the airport access bridge
in1991), to develop ideas on how to model/create
another ‘mock issue.’

* Smdents could create a pamphlet or petition that raises
awareness aboul the issue they have chosen

* Siudents send their plans of actionfideas 1o interested
community groups.




91

Activity

Resources

Related Activities

history, human impact and development and other
inlerest areas.

b This educational booklet can be designed by Years
8-10 and presented to a younger audicnce.
Students may visit younger classes and lead them
through some of the activities or read/act out the
children's stories for them.

(18)
Pandanus forest (14)
Grasslands (17)

Information

Birds Specles
Information

Rapid Creek
Local History

Rapld Creek
Mission
Information

Larrakia
Culture &
History

Site Material People
11. EDUCATIONAL
ACTIVITIES
00 led on plant identification and histori
B KLET ch (2 Mangrove * Students may be
S o, (4 Ir:.f::llill-l Information information walks as a background to beginning work
Mouth of creck (23 ﬂ:booklﬂ.hudd:mgcofnﬂunnme:::d;
» Students contribute to an environmental education Mangrove sites (4-8) Plant encouraged so that the booklet portrays a variety
booklet or booklets based on Rapid Creek that ek 5 ::1::::":“ infarmation information in the exercises.
InoRrpomms:; forest * Students may interview people in gathering information
colouring-in disgrams m Benthos, Larrakia for the booklet.
A —— " Amphiblans, Information * Macintosh compulers have a crossword program which
scremEwords Transition
—children sicrles communities (10&11) :':EIT::.' Rapld Crenk ila:::ed?fmnhg specific information inlo a
jokes/cartoonsfridd] calypt woodland atlon Local Histary cross omal.
- unﬁmlllhezwk]ﬂ on Rapid Creek could {Elustlﬁj 4 — * This activity is a good conclusion for siudents in
include: plant communities, species, animals, Paperbark community Fish Species rounding off their studies op Rapid Creek.
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Resources

Related Activities

Pandoous forest (14)
Grasslands (17)

Information

Site Material People

12. NATURE/BIRD DIARY
b Stmdents adopt a plant community on Rapid Creek | Casuarina Beach (2) Benthos, Mangrove * This diary can be used lo document amy activity carried

and maintsin a journalidiary for that commumnity Mouth of creek (3) Amphibians, Information out on Rapid Creck.

over the course of the school This A Mammals,

MMmmmmmTﬁwumm Mingrove thes (45) Reptiles Plent * Sudents may develop their own areas of interest on

plant community, i may also document changes Monsoon forest Information Information which to focus the journal or diary on

1o the community: (12&13) e o P

= sh Species
::: = ([:ﬂ":ﬁl';" commumiies | ynformation Information * The joumalitiary could also be used as part of the
r assessment process al the end of semester.

-Mowering and fruiting cycles of plants Fucalypt woodlands Birds Specles Rapid Creek

) e S 2. (15&16) Information Local

-sightings of particular species of birdshnimals Paperbark community History

{18) Plant
information Bird Species




Other English Activities Could Include:

1.

Larrakia language/word list activity (using Larrakia language in relation to plants, stories,
sacred and significant Larrakia sites and historical information).

Research project into the history of the Chinese community in Darwin (with special
reference to the Rapid Creek area).

The development of an alternative Aboriginal calendar of seasons.

Save the Bush Activities Booklet (containing games and stories based upon the natural
environment).

Bush sounds/city sounds-recording and commentary of sounds from different
environments.

18
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