CLP secrecy hrings
a flood of protest

By MARIA BILLIAS

THE long-awaited 580,000
raport inm flooding at Rapld
Creek has still not beem e
lepsed by the CLFP Govere
et despite several
promises that it would doao.

Instead, Lands, Planning
and Envirenment Minister
Peter Chandler hes said he
would prefer to “raise
awareness"  of flooding
throweh 5 draft action plan.
Thet wias alsn nol available
for relense veslerday,

On ABC radho vesterday,
when pressed on when he
wrould release the report, Mr
Chandlar =aid that he
thought residents wanted
Yartion” rether than 1o read

Wwhat is the
Government trying
to hide? Why can't
we see the scientific
detail ...?

the detailed findings of the
report. He sald the Goaerm-
meent fad combmed the find-
ings of a numbar of studies
and hail coma up with an a:
ton plan

Howwever late yesterday, in
a stetement to the AT MNews,

his affice gaid once the draft
technieal report had been
finalised “it mould be as-
seggad” prior to public re
lease. The technical report
has formed the drall actlon
plan that i# being consulted
omowith allectad residents.

This dralt actlon plan has
med hesapn malegsed. but will
instead ke dizcuszed with 1o-
cal residents who have been
“inwvited™ by latter to provicde
{esdback on it

Flood waters Traom the
awollen Rapid Cresk rea-
chad a peak of L.7dm, and,
eombinad with a high tde,
resulted I the inundation of
more than 10 homes near
Rapid Crealk in the lead-up to
Cyclona Carlos in Febriarsy,

11, Prior to the N'T electian
lagt vear the Country Lib-
erals pledged $1.5 million
tewrards flood micigation in
the area, commissioning the
repart once winning office
and saving it would Be avail
able for public comment
Labor's Member fie John-
ston Ken Vowles called om
the KT Government oo
“honour theldr election com-
mitment, end the secrecy
and immedintely releasze all
the reports and studies"
Y"This is jugt not godod
ancugh, To say they $'ere go
ing o X this issue, but now
to say thevy went to ‘raise
awaraness' . . well ] am sure
ihe people of Rapid Creek al-
ready had their awareness

raised when they fooded in
2011, and this is just another
kick in the G to thesm,” Me
Voerles siid,

Resident Jade Appleton,
whose house was ?IL'"-"'!]'-F‘]Z'.'
damaged during the flonds,
gald not releasing the report
wB3 an insult o residents

"Tha Government mow
talking about inereasing
pwareness i an insult lor
the peaple who are more
than aware of these prob-
lems," Ma Appleton anid.

“What ie the Government
trying ta hide? Why can't we
sop the scientific detail? In
stead we have o rely on
tidkite of information that
may sl the Government.”
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