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Optional geotextile splash pad placed 
below dam to reduce erosion at the base
of the check dam (generally not required)
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Figure 1 - Layout and profile of check dams (rock check dams shown)

MATERIALS

ROCK: 150 TO 300mm NOMINAL 
DIAMETER, HARD, EROSION RESISTANT 
ROCK.  SMALLER ROCK MAY BE USED IF 
SUITABLE LARGE ROCK IS NOT 
AVAILABLE.

SANDBAGS: GEOTEXTILE BAGS (WOVEN 
SYNTHETIC, OR NON-WOVEN 
BIODEGRADABLE) FILLED WITH CLEAN 
COARSE SAND, CLEAN AGGREGATE, 
STRAW OR COMPOST.

INSTALLATION

1. REFER TO APPROVED PLANS FOR 
LOCATION AND INSTALLATION DETAILS.  
IF THERE ARE QUESTIONS OR PROBLEMS 
WITH THE LOCATION OR METHOD OF 
INSTALLATION, CONTACT THE ENGINEER 
OR RESPONSIBLE ON-SITE OFFICER FOR 
ASSISTANCE.

2. PRIOR TO PLACEMENT OF THE CHECK 
DAMS, ENSURE THE TYPE AND SIZE OF 
EACH CHECK DAMS WILL NOT CAUSE A 
SAFETY HAZARD OR CAUSE WATER TO 
SPILL OUT OF THE DRAIN.

3. LOCATE THE FIRST CHECK DAM AT THE 
DOWNSTREAM END OF THE SECTION OF 
CHANNEL BEING PROTECTED.  LOCATE 
EACH SUCCESSIVE CHECK DAM SUCH 
THAT THE CREST OF THE IMMEDIATE 
DOWNSTREAM DAM IS LEVEL WITH THE 
TOE OF THE CHECK DAM BEING 
INSTALLED.

4. ENSURE THE CHANNEL SLOPE IS NO 
STEEPER THAN 10:1 (H:V). OTHERWISE 
CONSIDER THE USE OF A SUITABLE 
CHANNEL LINER INSTEAD OF THE CHECK 
DAMS.

5. CONSTRUCT THE CHECK DAM TO THE 
DIMENSIONS AND PROFILE SHOWN 
WITHIN THE APPROVED PLAN.

 6. WHERE SPECIFIED, THE CHECK DAMS 
SHALL BE CONSTRUCTED ON A SHEET OF 
GEOTEXTILE FABRIC USED AS A 
DOWNSTREAM SPLASH PAD.

7. EACH CHECK DAM SHALL BE 
EXTENDED UP THE CHANNEL BANK 
(WHERE PRACTICABLE) TO AN ELEVATION 
AT LEAST 150mm ABOVE THE CREST 
LEVEL OF THE DAM.

MAINTENANCE

1. INSPECT EACH CHECK DAM AND THE 
DRAINAGE CHANNEL AT LEAST WEEKLY 
AND AFTER RUNOFF-PRODUCING 
RAINFALL.

2. CORRECT ALL DAMAGE IMMEDIATELY.  
IF SIGNIFICANT EROSION OCCURS 
BETWEEN ANY OF THE CHECK DAMS, 
THEN CHECK THE SPACING OF DAMS AND 
WHERE NECESSARY INSTALL 
INTERMEDIATE CHECK DAMS OR A 
SUITABLE CHANNEL LINER.

3. CHECK FOR DISPLACEMENT OF THE 
CHECK DAMS

4. CHECK FOR SOIL SCOUR AROUND THE 
ENDS OF EACH CHECK DAM.  IF SUCH 
EROSION IS OCCURRING, CONSIDER 
EXTENDING THE WIDTH OF THE CHECK 
DAM TO AVOID SUCH PROBLEMS.

5. IF SEVERE SOIL EROSION OCCURS 
EITHER UNDER OR AROUND THE CHECK 
DAMS, THEN SEEK EXPERT ADVICE ON 
AN ALTERNATIVE TREATMENT MEASURE.

6. REMOVE ANY SEDIMENT 
ACCUMULATED BY THE CHECK DAMS, 
UNLESS IT IS INTENDED THAT THIS 
SEDIMENT WILL REMAIN WITHIN THE 
CHANNEL.

7. DISPOSE OF COLLECTED SEDIMENT IN 
A SUITABLE MANNER THAT WILL NOT 
CAUSE AN EROSION OR POLLUTION 
HAZARD.

REMOVAL

1. WHEN CONSTRUCTION WORK WITHIN 
THE DRAINAGE AREA ABOVE THE CHECK 
DAMS HAS BEEN COMPLETED, AND THE 
DISTURBED AREAS AND THE DRAINAGE 
CHANNEL ARE SUFFICIENTLY STABILISED 
TO RESTRAIN EROSION, ALL TEMPORARY 
CHECK DAMS MUST BE REMOVED.

2. REMOVE THE CHECK DAMS AND 
ASSOCIATED SEDIMENT AND DISPOSE OF 
IN A SUITABLE MANNER THAT WILL NOT 
CAUSE AN EROSION OR POLLUTION 
HAZARD.
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